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Greetings brothers and sisters!
We have been on a long hiatus
with regard to this newsletter
for the North West Indiana
African American Alliance. We
have been silent too long regarding the continuing murders
of our children and we have
decided to allow our collective
voices to be heard. In this issue
we would like to share some
information regarding the continued violence in our communities, and the culture of violence seen in western society;
but specifically in American
cities and communities across
this nation.

White America’s Obsession
with scarcity

The Obsession and fear of
not ever having enough is
driving the behavior of most
of the members of this society. I would also suggest that it
is the Western Europeans
Obsession with and fear of
not having enough materially
that is at the root cause of this
culture of Violence. This is
not just some implicit Bias
statement. Take a quick look
at the historical record and
you can measure the use of
violence and exploitation with
the history of the European
We would like you to consider interactions with indigenous
this point of view regarding the people and other cultures as
culture of violence in this socie- they pursued land acquisition
ty.
and wealth in this nation.
Slavery was and continues to

be connected to capitalism and the
growth of wealth in this nation.
The labor market in this country
continues to experience the exploitation and abuse by greedy fearful
Western European capitalists who
reflect an insatiable desire to have
more. This fear of not having
enough is driving this society to
produce a “Culture of Violence
that is murdering poor young black
males in our communities. It is
also causing us to have class war in
our inner cities between people of
color. The struggle is becoming
more about the “Haves and The
Have nots” The issue these days
are about how to hold on to what
you have and do you have
enough? This Obsession with
Scarcity has infected our communities.
Part II Continued on page 2

What Does the Term Systemic Violence Mean?
We will attempt to define this term from a community perspective; Systemic violence is a
term that is applied by academics to what is happening throughout this country in households, communities, institutions, and organizations around the nation. Systemic violence is
defined by some as a total immersion of violent perspective and behaviors throughout the
daily processes and interactions of the majority of members of this society and / or culture.
When we can find acts of violence seen as the norm in the social, political economic, and
culture spheres of society; then we can arrive at the understanding of violence being systemic in the entire environment. Whether it is sports, cultural, entertainment, economic, or /
political models of behavior—even religion, education, and the entire social structure is built
of violence to persons or environment—then, the violence we experience is indeed
systemic and thus spread out through out all we do and say.
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Obsession with Scarcity part II
What does this mean for our communities of color? As this
obsession and fear has grown and become apart of our general culture the pervasive nature of this neurosis has entered
into the African American communities and other communities of color around this country. As whites become more
fearful and obsessed with not having enough they have
passed this obsession on to other cultural communities with
American culture and around the world. The by -product
and side effect of this fear is the culture of violence that has
emerged in America within the last two centuries. Because
of the vicious attempted genocide of indigenous communities
for land acquisition and the exploitation of African slaves for
labor American society continues to advance this insatiable
need to have more and more material wealth assuage this
fear of not having enough things. In American culture there

is never enough food, clothing, shelter, cars, boats,
homes, paper or computers; there is and will never
be enough. This causes a
neurotic imbalance in the
social construct that feeds
the culture of violence in
this society. We can see this
Obsession affect every aspect of western lifestyle
from sports to entertainment, to religion or the arts
in this society. As a community we must consider creat-

ing life giving models of behavior that return the balance
to our lives. The violence
cannot be reduced until we
remove the neurotic Obsessive behavior out of our communities. There is enough.
There is no need to fear that
you will not have enough.
We have enough to share
and make do. This Obsession is a sickness passed to
us by a people who are
afraid.

Do you know your Rights?
IF YOU ARE STOPPED FOR QUESTIONING
Stay calm. Don't run. Don't argue, resist or obstruct
the police, even if you are innocent or police are violating your rights. Keep your hands where police can
see them.
Ask if you are free to leave. If the officer says yes,
calmly and silently walk away. If you are under arrest, you have a right to know why.
You have the right to remain silent and cannot be
punished for refusing to answer questions. If you
wish to remain silent, tell the officer out loud. In
some states, you must give your name if asked to
identify yourself.

dence of a crime, your car can be searched without
your consent.
Both drivers and passengers have the right to remain silent. If you are a passenger, you can ask if
you are free to leave. If the officer says yes, sit silently or calmly leave. Even if the officer says no, you
have the right to remain silent
IF YOU ARE ARRESTED
Do not resist arrest, even if you believe the arrest is
unfair.
Say you wish to remain silent and ask for a lawyer
immediately. Do not give any explanations or excuses. If you can't pay for a lawyer, you have the right to
a free one. Do not say anything, sign anything or
make any decisions without a lawyer.

You do not have to consent to a search of yourself
or your belongings, but police may "pat down" your
clothing if they suspect a weapon. You should not
physically resist, but you have the right to refuse con- You have the right to make a local phone call. The
police cannot listen if you call a lawyer.
sent for any further search. If you do consent, it can
Prepare yourself and your family in case you are
affect you later in court.
arrested. Memorize the phone numbers of your famiIF YOU ARE STOPPED IN YOUR CAR
ly and your lawyer. Make emergency plans if you
Stop the car in a safe place as quickly as possihave children or take medication.
ble. Turn off the car, turn on the internal light, open
the window part way and place your hands on the
wheel. Upon request, show police your driver's liTo learn more go to:
cense, registration and proof of insurance.
https://www.aclu.org/drug-law-reform-immigrants-rights
If an officer or immigration agent asks to look
-racial-justice/know-your-rights-what-do-if-you
inside your car, you can refuse to consent to the
search. But if police believe your car contains evi-
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FAMILY FIRST
Family First
The first line of defense for our community is the family
and the values we instill in our children. If we do not teach
our younger generation how to value and respect the planet
and each other then we will lose this world to the greedy
fearful people who think that having enough is never
enough. We must create a educational process that values
life over death, love over hate, concern for others over selfish desires. There is a growing disease that is infecting this
nation and all those global nations that think America is the
model for their communities. The obsession with scarcity
and the fear of not having enough in a age where there is
abundance is destroying the planet and every living thing
within in it. This insatiable (NEVER EVER HAVING
ENOUGH) desire to have more is infecting all areas of this
nation and society.
In the name of Religion, Academics, Politics, Economics,
Science, Technology and Personal gain we are collectively
destroying the world and every living thing in it. We must
stop creating this Obsession in our children. Enough is
Enough! We are the change that we seek!!!

The political GAMES far out weigh and number the political GAINS in this country, both on a local and federal level.
What about all the special interest groups that receive money and give money to the local politicians.
WE should call out all the local politicians on their games
and we must hold them accountable until we can verify the
gains that they claimed the community should have before
we start patting them on their backs. We should also watch
those people who like to hang out with the key players after
the meeting is over. We need to learn the difference between GAINS and GAMES. Here are a few terms to learn
regarding the POLITICAL GAMES!!
1. Pork Barreling—the use of government funds for projects designed to please voters or legislators and win
votes.
2. Nepotism—the practice among those with power or influence of favoring relatives or friends, especially by giving them jobs.
3. Political Crony—the practice of favoring one’s close
friends, especially in political appointments.
We need to become more politically AWARE!!
Dr. Gregory Jones
June 9, 2016

Understanding the Difference between
Political Gains vs. Political games
Have you ever wondered why people meet in a room and
then some of the people hang back after the meeting and
talk to the key players? Have you ever listened to political
leadership respond to an important subject and not understood a word that the person was saying? Have you ever
wondered why politicians need a committee to change an
issue that is over twenty years old that has been researched
at least once a year for the last twenty years?
It does not take a lot of money to produce good government; just good character. We need honest hardworking
compassionate people to be Politian's to serve our communities.

Contact us:
PO Box 497
Va l p a r a i s o I N 4 6 3 8 4
Nwiaaa.org
nwiaaa2013@yahoo.com
Have you been profiled? Have you been
bullied in School?
Take our online survey
At www.nwiaaa.org

North West Indiana African American Alliance
Vision and Mission Statement
Vision To create a network that assists in the movement towards racial
equity, social equality, and racial accountability within the region of
Northwest Indiana.
Mission Statement We seek to engage public and private entities,
through advocacy and education. Our goal is to find solutions to the prevailing issues that impede the progress and empowerment of African
American communities in Northwest Indiana.
To encourage African Americans within the northwest Indiana Region to
find a common cause by joining together as one community and give
voice to the ongoing injustices created by racism and the lack of diversity
supported within the region of Northwest Indiana.
To encourage people of color and those who support the Aspirations of
African Americans within this region to join together and address the
ongoing disparity of work, healthcare and lack of representation and fair
treatment within the major institutions and governmental positions within the region of northwest Indiana.
To end discrimination and unfair treatment of African Americans in this
region by presenting a collective and vocal presence to this region regarding these expressed concerns by presenting a clear and positive alternative to this injustice surrounding our communities that embraces people of color as primary state holders to these concerns.

Positive Police Interactions Workshop
The NWIAAA hosted a workshop at Valparaiso University at the
Gandhi King Center in Harre Union, March 19, 2016 from
9 am to 12 noon.
Guest speakers Byron Martin, Director of Multicultural Programs—Implicit Bias, Terrance Weems, First Sergeant Assistance
District Commander—Positive Police Interactions, and Paula Tillman—Police Crimes, Stop and Search Seizure Protocols shared
their expertise with the community.
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A Q&A session was held after the presentations to provide adequate answers to the questions that were presented to the guest
speakers.
Ten of the forty-three participants were law enforcement officers
that provided good feedback along with the guest speakers to
questions that were presented from the audience.
The workshop guest were invited to share a light breakfast and a
light lunch in conclusion of the workshop.

