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Justice or Just us?
Stop the Injustices Against the Black Community!
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Whether it is a black man panhandling and being choked to
death by the police, or a black
teen being shot to death while
saying “I surrender” we must
recognize and address the increase in the homicides afflicting unarmed African Americans at the hands of Law Enforcement Officers around the
country. It is our sons and
daughters that are being murdered. It is our responsibility to
address this growing genocide
of young African American
males throughout our communities. We must gather our
courage and begin to stand up
for our communities across this
country. Until we learn as a
community to focus on our
collective well being and safety,
we are all at risk of becoming

another statistic in the reports
of an insensitive and uncaring
society. African Americans
must give leadership to this
problem. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. once said, "Injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice
every where.” We must heed
these wise words and come
together and address the injustices across this nation done to
poor African Americans and
their families. The issue remains at our doorstep and in
our hands. This is not something we can ask our good
meaning white liberal friends
to attend to. This is an issue
that needs to be addressed by
the African American community for the African American
community. We are not saying
that our liberal white brothers

and sisters cannot not help us and
stand with us. We are saying that it
is our people that are being murdered everyday and it is our responsibility to provide leadership
and priority to address these concerns. WE must consider this
outrage and indignity in the murders of our children as a call to
unify our communities and seek
justice for African Americans in
this country. If we do not act on
these important issues of the day,
our communities face the dangers
of class war and genocide. Now is
the time to stand up for the future
of our people. To do anything less
is a commitment to endangering us
all.

Stop the Violence Now!
Every day it seems another story begins about violence some where in the world. Syria,
Palestine, the Ukraine, Mexico, Israel, Africa, New York City, Chicago, and on and on. It
seems that we are being consumed by violence. We do not believe that humankind needs
to act out in violence and conflict to solve the problems in this world. There is a need for a
movement of people to form and address the growing issues of violence in our communities and nations. Never before on this earth, have we been so set upon by violence and violent activity that threaten our lives together. There must be a priority set regarding the issues of violence in our communities and around the world. Peacemaking must be the
theme of every church and religious community. Until we make peace a priority, the suffering will continue.
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National climate change regarding profiling is here:
Human rights violations on the rise in the United States of America.
This is a personal request by our organization to all persons
of color in America. Be careful. Do not assume that you cannot be victimized by law enforcement. There is a change
sweeping through America regarding human rights. Some
officers in the law enforcement community are not operating
under the legal parameters of the policy “To serve and protect” The only way we can survive this new outrage of inequality shown by these few members of the law enforcement
community is to watch out for one another. It might seem
that you have the same freedoms as any other American citizen. Brothers and sisters, I can assure you, that for some of
these officers, your rights and legal options are not the same
as the ones that they consider for their own communities.
Also, do not assume that because an officer is a person of
color that he or she will not act against those policies to serve

and protect. Clearly, there
are officers of all colors
who do not respect citizens
and act the same for all of
the citizens of United
States. These are dangerous
times for American citizens
of color. Be careful and
never assume you can operate within the society without being very careful of
your surroundings. It is just
the way it is in the United
States of America in 2014.
We must learn how to look

after one another and not
think because someone has a
position of power, that people will not act contrary to
the policy's they have been
appointed or hired to serve.
This is a time of careful accountability within our own
communities . To reject being watchful and diligent, is a
recipe for disaster and death.
Watch your back people.

Do you know your Rights?
IF YOU ARE STOPPED FOR QUESTIONING
Stay calm. Don't run. Don't argue, resist or obstruct the police, even if you are innocent or police are violating your rights. Keep your hands
where police can see them.

of insurance.
If an officer or immigration agent asks to look
inside your car, you can refuse to consent to
the search. But if police believe your car contains evidence of a crime, your car can be
searched without your consent.

Ask if you are free to leave. If the officer says
yes, calmly and silently walk away. If you are
under arrest, you have a right to know why.

Both drivers and passengers have the right
to remain silent. If you are a passenger, you
can ask if you are free to leave. If the officer
says yes, sit silently or calmly leave. Even if the
You have the right to remain silent and cannot
officer says no, you have the right to remain sibe punished for refusing to answer questions. If
lent.
you wish to remain silent, tell the officer out loud.
In some states, you must give your name if
IF YOU ARE QUESTIONED ABOUT YOUR
asked to identify yourself.
IMMIGRATION STATUS
You do not have to consent to a search of
yourself or your belongings, but police may "pat
down" your clothing if they suspect a weapon.
You should not physically resist, but you have
the right to refuse consent for any further search.
If you do consent, it can affect you later in court.
IF YOU ARE STOPPED IN YOUR CAR
Stop the car in a safe place as quickly as
possible. Turn off the car, turn on the internal
light, open the window part way and place your
hands on the wheel. Upon request, show police
your driver's license, registration and proof

You have the right to remain silent and do
not have to discuss your immigration or citizenship status with police, immigration agents
or any other officials. You do not have to answer
questions about where you were born, whether
you are a U.S. citizen, or how you entered the
country. (Separate rules apply at international
borders and airports, and for individuals on certain nonimmigrant visas, including tourists and
business travelers.)
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Do you know your Rights ~ Continued?
If you are not a U.S. citizen and an immigration agent requests your immigration papers, you must show them if
you have them with you. If you are over 18, carry your
immigration documents with you at all times. If you do not
have immigration papers, say you want to remain silent.
Do not lie about your citizenship status or provide fake
documents.
IF THE POLICE OR IMMIGRATION AGENTS COME TO
YOUR HOME
If the police or immigration agents come to your home, you
do not have to let them in unless they have certain kinds
of warrants.
Ask the officer to slip the warrant under the door or hold
it up to the window so you can inspect it. A search warrant
allows police to enter the address listed on the warrant, but
officers can only search the areas and for the items listed. An
arrest warrant allows police to enter the home of the person
listed on the warrant if they believe the person is inside. A
warrant of removal/deportation (ICE warrant) does not allow
officers to enter a home without consent. Even if officers have
a warrant, you have the right to remain silent. If you choose
to speak to the officers, step outside and close the door.
IF YOU ARE CONTACTED BY THE FBI
If an FBI agent comes to your home or workplace, you do not
have to answer any questions. Tell the agent you want
to speak to a lawyer first. If you are asked to meet with
FBI agents for an interview, you have the right to say you
do not want to be interviewed. If you agree to an interview, have a lawyer present.
You do not have to answer any questions you feel uncomfortable answering, and can say that you will only answer
questions on a specific topic.
IF YOU ARE ARRESTED
Do not resist arrest, even if you believe the arrest is unfair.
Say you wish to remain silent and ask for a lawyer immediately. Don't give any explanations or excuses. If you can't
pay for a lawyer, you have the right to a free one. Don't say
anything, sign anything or make any decisions without a lawyer.
You have the right to make a local phone call. The police
cannot listen if you call a lawyer.

Special considerations for non-citizens:
- Ask your lawyer about the effect of a criminal conviction or
plea on your immigration status.
- Don't discuss your immigration status with anyone but your
lawyer.
- While you are in jail, an immigration agent may visit you. Do
not answer questions or sign anything before talking to a lawyer.
- Read all papers fully. If you do not understand or cannot
read the papers, tell the officer you need an interpreter.
IF YOU ARE TAKEN INTO IMMIGRATION (OR "ICE") CUSTODY
You have the right to a lawyer, but the government does
not have to provide one for you. If you do not have a lawyer, ask for a list of free or low-cost legal services. You have
the right to contact your consulate or have an officer inform
the consulate of your arrest.
Tell the ICE agent you wish to remain silent. Do not discuss your immigration status with anyone but your lawyer.
Do not sign anything, such as a voluntary departure or
stipulated removal, without talking to a lawyer. If you sign, you
may be giving up your opportunity to try to stay in the U.S.
Remember your immigration number ("A" number) and
give it to your family. It will help family members locate you.
Keep a copy of your immigration documents with someone you trust.
IF YOU FEEL YOUR RIGHTS HAVE BEEN VIOLATED
Remember: police misconduct cannot be challenged on
the street. Don't physically resist officers or threaten to
file a complaint.
Write down everything you remember, including officers'
badge and patrol car numbers, which agency the officers were
from, and any other details. Get contact information for witnesses. If you are injured, take photographs of your injuries
(but seek medical attention first).
File a written complaint with the agency's internal affairs
division or civilian complaint board. In most cases, you can file
a complaint anonymously if you wish.
Call your local ACLU or visit www.aclu.org/profiling.
Credits:

Prepare yourself and your family in case you are arresthttps://www.aclu.org/drug-law-reform-immigrants-rights-racialed. Memorize the phone numbers of your family and your law- justice/know-your-rights-what-do-if-you
yer. Make emergency plans if you have children or take medication.

Contact us:
PO Box 497
Va l p a r a i s o I N 4 6 3 8 4
Nwiaaa.org
nwiaaa2013@yahoo.com
Have you been profiled? Have you been
bullied in School?
Take our online survey
At www.nwiaaa.org

North West Indiana African American Alliance
Vision and Mission Statement
Vision To create a network that assists in the movement towards racial
equity, social equality, and racial accountability within the region of
Northwest Indiana.
Mission Statement We seek to engage public and private entities,
through advocacy and education. Our goal is to find solutions to the prevailing issues that impede the progress and empowerment of African
American communities in Northwest Indiana.

www.nwiaaa.org

To encourage African Americans within the northwest Indiana Region to
find a common cause by joining together as one community and give
voice to the ongoing injustices created by racism and the lack of diversity
supported within the region of Northwest Indiana.
To encourage people of color and those who support the Aspirations of
African Americans within this region to join together and address the
ongoing disparity of work, healthcare and lack of representation and fair
treatment within the major institutions and governmental positions within the region of northwest Indiana.
To end discrimination and unfair treatment of African Americans in this
region by presenting a collective and vocal presence to this region regarding these expressed concerns by presenting a clear and positive alternative to this injustice surrounding our communities that embraces people
of color as primary state holders to these concerns.

Thank you!

Pop Corn Festival
Fundraiser
The Northwest Indiana African
American Alliance hosted it’s second
fundraiser at the Porter County Popcorn Festival in September 2014. We
raised almost $500 selling water,
cookies and brownies.
We will announce other fundraising
opportunities in the near future.
We would like to thank all those
who participated in our second
fundraiser.
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